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On White Swelling. By M. A. Richet. M. Richet believes that many erroneous ideas prevail respecting the pathology of articular diseases, which has been retarded by the uncertainty that has so long prevailed in respect to certain points of structural anatomy?as, e.g., the vascularity and nutrition of the cartilages, and their investment with synovial membrane. The microscope has now led to the solution of these questions, and, by availing himself of the results of its teaching, M. Richet believes that he can steer clear of many of the difficulties that beset the path of earlier pathologists. His own researches date some time back, he having published upon the subject of white swelling in 1844.
While approving the mode adopted by Brodie and "Velpeau, of viewing these affections through the pathological changes they give rise to, he believes that they and other writers have not sufficiently followed the succession of these changes as they are observed in the different tissues. His object is to supply this deficiency, in showing that the different stages of the same chronic inflammation have been mistaken for special affections.
He believes that all "white swellings' may be included under two fundamental varieties?viz., chronic inflammation of the synovial membrane and of the articular extremities of the bones. The changes which take place in the fibrous tissues are, as Brodie has advanced without demonstrating, always consecutive, while ulceration of the cartilages is not admitted by M. Richet. The synovitis, osteitis, or osteosynovitis, may undergo modifications, by the constitution and temperament of the individual, or by the causes that have induced them, such modifications being of the more importance, inasmuch as they often affix a special seal to these affections, causing them to be regarded as distinct maladies.
The Pathological Anatomy of White Swelling, constituting the basis of the essay, is given in minute detail; but we are only able to glance at some of the more salient points. M. Richet has, during several years, taken every opportunity offered by cases of arthritis or experiments on animals, of tracing the progressive changes that take place in the synovial membrane.
Between the fifth and twelfth day after irritation has occurred, a pseudo-membranous-like exudation is effused from its surface, and becomes attached to granulations that are there more or less develojjed. When 
